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What is SmartWay?
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Developed with industry leaders in 2004 as a voluntary, market-based program aiming to: 
• Improve U.S. freight efficiency and enhance our Nation’s energy security

• Reduce GHGs and other air pollutants (NOx, PM)

• Spotlight the freight industry’s efforts to reduce emissions

• Advance technology and operational efficiency strategies

• Provide a standardized benchmarking and reporting system

Adopted by Canada (2012), piloted in Mexico and replicated 
around the globe

About 4,000 Carriers, Shippers, Logistics Providers and Affiliates
• Key economic sectors and modes (truck, rail, air, barge)

• Small business, Owner-operators, Fortune 500 firms
• About 2/3 of total US ton-miles of freight accounted for in SmartWay
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The SmartWay 
Ecosystem

Shippers
Hire carriers and 3PLs; 

interested in sustainability and 
costs

3rd Party Logistics (3PL)
Can help shipper clients with 
carrier selection, operations

Carriers
Can help shippers & logistics  

customers improve 
environmental performance



Since 2004, the number of companies that rely upon SmartWay has 
grown from 15 to over 4,000

SmartWay Partners saved over $52.3 billion in fuel costs ($4.7B in 2023) 
and reduced harmful air pollutants by
 162 million tons of CO2
 2.7 million tons of NOx
 112,000 tons of PM (includes black carbon) 

SmartWay Partner energy savings are equivalent to 357 million barrels of 
oil OR eliminating annual energy use in 23 million homes

SmartWay by the Numbers

44
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Two Decades of SmartWay Evolution



SmartWay and the  
Transportation Decarbonization Blueprint
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SmartWay and other partnership programs can play and important role in 
building support from stakeholders at each node and mode in the supply chain

SmartWay fleets can create momentum for decarbonizing tech and strategies
 SmartWay Partners support a “community of practice” for developing infrastructure initiatives
 Spotlighting fleet leadership in deploying advanced technology
 SmartWay builds fleet confidence in new technologies

• Peer-to-Peer sharing and collaboration
• Trusted-Third-Party information (metrics, tech, strategies)

Influencing today’s fleet decisions
 SmartWay Technology Verification of fuel-saving technologies informs equipment choices 

regardless of the engine, motor, or cell
 SmartWay Partnership benchmarking informs today’s goods movement decisions across 

multiple modes
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For more information
www.epa.gov/smartway

smartway_transport@epa.gov

SmartWay Helpline
1-734-214-4767

Sam Waltzer
Waltzer.Sam@epa.gov

mailto:waltzer.sam@epa.gov


Appendix
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Performance Protocols
Improved EV on-road and 

systems understanding
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SmartWay Support for an Electrifying Partner – 
What are the Touch Points?

Meijer Foods
Regional grocery store 

with private fleet

SmartWay Metrics & Benchmarking
Improved by fuel choice

Website Alt-Fuel Page
Facilitating peer-to-peer 
collaboration

Partner Portal
Optional equipment tab

Recognition Programs
Leadership recognized 
and incentivized

Partner “Intel” Reports
Reports support Scope 1, 2 & 
3 reporting

SmartWay Partnership

Reports

Technology Bulletins
Informing fleets on strategies 

that reduce emissions

Research
Myth Busting and publicly 

available research

Performance Verification
Short-hand communicating 

EV performance

SmartWay Technology

EV Use Cases
Sharing EV success across 

the supply chain 

Web Listings, Bins
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Fleet perceived risks
1. Getting the vehicles and not being able to get the 

power.
2. Charging cycles and can 1 EV replace 1 diesel truck.
3. What are the “soft impacts” for the drivers and 

community?
4. How do I compare the total-cost-of-ownership or the 

system (vehicle and charger) efficiency?
5. Right vehicle, wrong application.
6. How will EV tire management and maintenance costs 

differ from diesel vehicles?

Many fleets are advancing the understanding, 
privately and in collaborative forums.

Fleets perceive risks in the transition to EVs – Even the fleets that are starting early

SmartWay Engagement – 
Fleets Deploying EV in Freight Movement



EPA support for 
Transportation Decarbonization Blueprint
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EPA actively participating in the development of implementation plans

EPA has multiple mechanisms for advancing decarbonization goals
 Regulation of new vehicles and engines.
 Public funding of fleet turnover
 Market-based, industry-government partnerships
 Research

SmartWay influencing today’s fleet decisions and supporting advanced technologies
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